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“lmam Abu Hanifa was a good scholar, a practicing
and pious servant who was very devout in his worship and
humble in front of Allah.”

He continued to quote many merits and
achievements of Imam Abu Hanifa and then he wrote:

“Mis merits arc many. Khatib of Baghdad has
mentioned quite a few in his tarcegh [history]. But, the
Khatib followed this with a remark, which was totally
inappropriate. The Imam was nol doubted for his
religiousness or his academic skills. However, he was
sometimes accused of being deficient in the Arabic
language.”“"

It should be noted that even though Nawab has
quoted the comment regarding Imam Abu Hanifa's acumen
in the Arabic language, objections regarding weakness in
Hadith were not considered worthy of mention. In the
introduction to Al-Tajul Mukallal, Nawab Siddiqui Hasan
Khan has stated that he will discuss the scholars of Hadith,
acknowledging Imam Abu Hanifa’s position in Hadith. Als
for Imam Abu Hanifa's expertise in the Arabic language, it
seems that Nawab Siddiqui Hasan Khan has narrated this
from Qadi Ibn Khalikhan since the Qadi has used exactly
the same words. However, the Nawab did not narrate the
Qadi’s statement which followed the comment w!1i—clh
would have removed any doubts about Imam Abu Hanifa's
ability in Arabic.

This comment is based on a famous incident. The
famous grammarian, Abu Amr ibn Ala went to Imam Abu

0y 1 Tajul Mukallal, by Nawab Siddiqui: page 136-138 from the
Bombay translation page 119 {printed 1383}
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Hanifa and asked him about a killing, which resembled
murder. Imam Abu Hanifa told him that there were no
grounds for legal retaliation (Qisas). Abu Amr asked him if
that was the case even though he killed him with a catapult.
The Imam replied in Arabic:

Blle as) Wb B Lall Ll ey ou

Later, people objected to Imam Abu Hanifa's reply and
claimed that the correct reply should have been:

B8 [l e R gy d S AW 2y

The truth is that in certain dialects, the phrase was
spoken differently. Qadi ibn Khalikhan has narrated that the
dialect of Imam Abu Hanifa was that of Kufa, which the
people of Kufa accepted without hesitation. Hence, the
comment on Imam Abu Hanifa's acumen in Arabic or the
lack of, is unfounded.

Inertia in Tagleed

Extremists exist within adherents of Tagleed and its
antagonists; both, condemning the practice of Tagleed is
reproachable as is remaining rigid in Tagleed. For example
believing that the Imams and Mujtahids were infallible and
that they held a position as legislators. Discarding a sound
Hadith merely on the basis that one’s Imam has not ruled
concerning that issue, in this regard. raising the finger of
testimony while sitting down in the second and fourth rak'at
of any salaat during the recitation of Tashahhud has been
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proven by several sound Hadith. This was the Sunnah of
the Prophet %. Rejecting this Sunnah by claiming that Imam
Abu Hanifa did not rule in reference to this is also fanatical
adherence 1o ones Madhab. The Qur*an and Sunnah
condemn this type of lethargic Tagleed. Likewise
performing academic gymnastics in order to reconcile a
Hadith with the position of the Imam to the extent that the
manifest ‘understanding of the Hadith is distorted is
similarly condemned, However, this may be subjective
more than objective on occasions where the scholar in
question may feel satisfied while others may not. It is
similarly blamewaorthy, that an expert scholar discovering a
sound Hadith, which is not contradicted by another equally
sound Hadith, continues 1o follow the Imam’s opinion.
Assuming that only one Imam’s opinion is correct and all
others” opinions are false and invalid. is erroneous. The
truth is that all the Mujtahids fulfilled the conditions for
ljtihad ‘and exercised their 'skills to reach conclusive
judgements.. In: the event that certain opinions ar¢ wrong.
the Mujtahids will be rewarded for their exertion as stated
in the famous Hadith. The correct approach is to assume
that the Imam’s opinion is correct with a possibility of error
and the opinions of other scholars may be incorrect with a
possibility of being correct. Presenting the differences of
the Imams in a guise that it engenders friction and
commotion within the Muslim community is reprehensible.
Many of the differences between the Imams are merely
based on which is the more preferred action. Very few
differences arise over the classifications between haram and
halal for the simple reason that such issues are not usually
subject to ljtihad. For instance, the issues of raising hands
when going into ruku'; reciting Ameen aloud and whether
to place the hands on the navel or'the chest are all issues
atlempting to establish the action which is of more virtue
and what is less: all are agreed that the above actions arc
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permissible and the nonperformance of the above actions
would not invalidate Salaat. To present these differences in
a manner which leads 1o instigating bitter sentiments is
certainly haram, Differences concerning what is halal and
what is haram are issues for scholarly circles only, opening
such issues to the populace. where there exists the anxiety
of friction and commotion. is not thé intent of the
Mujtahids who differed with each other. This is a
despicable act, which has been highlighted by Imam Shatibi
in' his masterpiece Al-Muwafigaar.'”.

"2 Imam Shatibi 4/-Muwafigaai (vol. 4; pages 220 1o 240)
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THE FINAL WORD

Polemical debate was not the intent of this
exposition. Rather it was an attempt to clarify the practice
of millions of Muslims around the globe. An attempt has
been made to offer evidence justifying the actions of the
Mugqallids so that people who often criticise the practice of
Tagleed would be more cautious in their conclusions. If,
inadvertently, any word or phrase offended any one person
or group, | would like to offer my sincere apologies. For
whatever reason, the antagonists of Taqleed may feel that
their position does not deserve re-evaluation, that is their
prerogative. However, to engage in classifying the great
scholars and Imams as legislatures or innovators: or
condemning these who follow the Imams as polytheists and
innovators needs to be renounced. The famous scholar of
Hadith Shaykh Nawab Siddiq Hasan from his work llqaa us
Sunnan bi llqaail Mihan states:

“One of the favours which Allah has bestowed upon
me is that | regard everybody within the Ahle Sunnah wal
Jamaah as being saved and protected from Hell. This | hold
regardless of whether a person is a Hanafi, a Shai'fee, a
Maliki, a Hanbali, a person following the literal Hadith or
someone who follows suluk [sufism]. This | hold even
though | know that some of the opinions of these scholars
are against the proofs and evidences offered for some
positions are very weak in their reasoning. This ruling is for
the great majority of their opinions and not against the few
exceptions, explanations concerning the exceptions can be
found in the book of Jalbal Manfa'ah. Accusing the
predecessors of going against the Sunnah is shedding the
blood of justice. Yes, those who follow their Imam's
opinions even after they find out that they have strayed
away from the Hadith are guilty of being inert and lethargic.
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Even then, | don’t regard them as being misguided. nor do |
consider that salaat is invalid behind them. | do not
consider them as non-believers.”

He continues:

“Having a difference of opinion in issues of the
rituals of worship, social contracts and other areas of law
does not justify denouncing people who differ. to be non-
Muslims. The most that could be said is that there has been
an error in judgement and discretion (ljtihad). which is
recognised by scholars. | believe that if someone acted out
of this error, then Allah will forgive him if he was sincere
and unbiased in his approach to the issue. However. if
prejudice and inertia were influencing elements in that
person's decision, then | am afraid there may be grave
consequences as this would lead to hypocrisy and severing
ties with Allah and His Messenger. However. it is difficult
to believe that a Muslim would resort to such an atrocity.
We can only judge by the apparent and Allah knows that
which is hidden, ™'

In this precarious age where Muslims are inflicted
with problems and dilemmas across the globe, there can be
nothing more detrimental for the Ummah than bickering
over these particular and subsidiary details of law. What
can be more sacrilegious than condemning each other as
non-Muslims and polytheists because of non-essential
differences and innocuous details. It would indeed be a
great tragedy that while differing upon the subsidiaries of
the Deen the enemies of Islam exploit these very
differences to dismantle the fundamentals upon which the
great edifice of Islam rests. which has withstood external

"' Extracted from Faran Monthly (May 1963) by permission of Mahir
al-Qadiry, the editor of Faran.
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onslaughts for more than fourteen hundred years. History
bears witness that it was not the enemy from beyond the
Muslim boundaries who destroyed Islam and Muslims,
rather periodical internecine feuds precipitated abject
deterioration and eventual collapse'™. Ironically it seems to
be divisiveness that appears to be the outcome of
attempting to “redress the errors™ of the four Madhabs
rather than harmony between the Muslims. which is the oft-
quoted motive cited by some contemporary authors. Indeed
if this is the outcome then it begs the question for what
possible motive is such a course of action perused,
especially when the Ummah is facing crises the gravity of
which has never as vet been witnessed. In all sincerity and
seriousness disagreeing in the fundamentals of Islamic law
amongst the masses is a luxury which the Ummah at the
present juncture can no longer afford. Unfortunately while
the Muslims are preoccupied with internal strife it appears
that the enemies of Islam are exploiting this opportunity to
the full.

We pray that Allah guides us on the right path; that
11a shows us the truth as the truth is and allows us to follow
it and that He shows us falschood as falsehood is and
allows us 1o abstain from it. We also pray that He divert our
reiigious zeal and efforts from these internecine arguments
towards aims and goals. whicl will elevate Islam and the
Muslims.

“Qur last call is that definitely all praise is duc to
Allah, the Lord of the worlds.”

13 Far example it was the armies of the Muslims who finally subjugated
the Mongols after the armies of Eurcpe were helpless before the
invading armies at the battle of Ain-e-Jalut (Goliath”s spring) in
September 1260 C.E.
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